


Jeffrey Luers is a political prisoner serving a 22 year prison 
sentence for actions that did not physically threaten, let alone 
harm anyone. 
 Prior to his imprisonment, Mr. Luers was a very well-liked 
community activist in Eugene, Oregon. He was known to law 
enforcement because of his involvement with forest defense 
and anti-police brutality activism. 
 Mr. Luers was arrested in June, 2000, after leaving the 
scene of a þre at a Romania car dealership in Eugene, Oregon. 
He was initially charged with three counts of First Degree 
arson for setting þre to three Sports Utility Vehicles [SUVs] 
at the car dealership, and later received additional charges of 
Attempted Arson and Conspiracy to Commit Arson at Tyree 
Oil Company. 
 Mr. Luers admits to having committed an act of property 
destruction at the Romania dealership. The stated purpose of this 
act was to bring attention to global warming and the increasing 
environmental crisis facing the world because of it. Mr. Luers 
took measures to make sure that no one would be injured as a 
result of his actions [an arson specialist and the Romania Night 
Watchman later conþrmed at the trial this þre did not pose a 
threat to human beings]. He denies being involved in ñ or even 
knowing about ñ the attempted arson at the Tyree Oil Company. 
There was no physical evidence presented that tied him to the 
latter incident. Fingerprints found at the scene of the crime did 
not match Mr. Luersõ or those of his co-defendant. 
 During the course of his trial, statements were made by 
the police and prosecuting attorney that indicated it was Mr. 
Luersõ political views on trial, not merely his actions. His 
defense successfully proved that evidence had been tampered 
with, ofþcers had lied and that the prosecutor had manipulated 
evidence to get a legal search at his residence. 
 The defense had the upper hand until the untimely death 
of Mr. Luersõ lead attorney, Ken Morrow. This caused the judge 
to declare a mistrial leading to signiþcant delays, allowing the 
prosecution to regroup and rethink their strategy. 
 Perhaps most signiþcantly, the judge threw out the 
testimony of Mr. Luersõ expert witness merely because he 
disagreed with the stateõs witnesses. The expert witness 
had done a more thorough investigation of the crime scenes 
(including taking photos of the burned vehicles that the police 
did not) than the Eugene Police Department and the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms. 
 In June of 2001, Mr. Luers was convicted of 11 of 13 charges 
and sentenced to 22 years imprisonment. Under Oregonõs 
Measure 11 mandatory-minimum sentencing guidelines, he 
does not have the possibility of parole or early release. 
 The length of this sentence is patently unjust, particularly 
when compared to those commonly given to people convicted of 
crimes against persons. For example, Manslaughter 1 carries a 10 
year sentence; Attempted Murder, only 7 and-a-half years; Rape 
1, 8 years and four months. Clearly, Jeffreyõs sentence is vastly 
disproportionate to the crime of burning three vehicles. A research 
project sponsored by supporters of Mr. Luers and the Human 
Rights Commission of the City of Eugene revealed this disparity 
and prompted the Commission to sign a statement questioning 
the role Mr. Luersõ politics may have played in his sentence. 
 Mr. Luers was given a sentence that would send the 
message to environmental and social justice activists that even 
a merely symbolic act of property destruction would now be 
equated with terrorism and punished more harshly than many 
crimes against persons. Since his imprisonment, Mr. Luers 
has been labeled by the FBI and corporate press as an òeco-
terrorist.ó This label has been used by the Oregon Department 
of Corrections to justify placing Mr. Luers at Security Threat 
Group status ð a designation typically reserved for white 
supremacists and gang members. 
 During these difþcult times, we must work diligently 
to ensure that the basic civil rights of everyone are equally 
protected and upheld. We cannot tolerate the criminalization of 
dissent or repression against activists, even if we may not agree 
with their tactics. 
 Mr. Luers is a sincere young man, and has a tremendous 
amount to offer the community. We feel that it would be an 
injustice to keep him locked up during the most precious years 
of his life. He has stated that, if released, he would continue to 
be active in efforts to protect the environment, but would avoid 
activities that would lead him back to prison. 
 In light of Mr. Luersõ stated political beliefs and the unusual 
length of his sentence, we recognize him as a political prisoner. 
We also support his appeal process, and call for a review of his 
sentence that would lead to a reduction in time served. 



December 7, 2003
As another calendar year draws near its end and I am a year older, I þnd myself reÿecting on this 
year of my life. Iõm now one quarter of a century old & itõs my fourth birthday behind bars. This year 
has by far been my toughest year yet. Iõve had some very personal losses. Iõve said a lot of good-byes, 
some voluntary, others some of the hardest goodbyes Iõve had to say. 
 Iõve had to face some tough challenges and learn to accept things about my life that I just donõt 
want to. Often, Iõve written and said that I have come to terms with being here for the next 2 decades 
but I havenõt. Each day gets harder, not easier. I þnd myself questioning decisions Iõve made. Iõm  
looking back on 25 years of life and asking myself, what have I accomplished? 
 I have some good memories, made some amazing friends (some of the þnest people in the world 
you all are too). I helped save a forest and I gave all I could to a movement I believed in. Believed is 
the key word because Iõm losing faith. 
 I learned the hard way this year that I canõt be the friend I want to be to those I love and care 
about. I canõt be there to wipe away tears or just sit and listen. Iõm not there to share in the laughter. I 
canõt be the companion I want to be. 
 Iõm losing my youth and why? Because we are struggling for things we should not have to þght 
for ñ we shouldnõt have to þght for clean air, water and soil. We should not have to þght for our  
freedom. Freedom is our birthright. 
 In the face of all the horror stories I read and hear about everyday, Iõm running out of words of 
inspiration. Word has gotten to me that women and men were sexually assaulted by the Miami police 
at the FTAA protests. Iõve seen video of white ofþcers beating a black man to death in Cincinnati. 
These are just a few stories that managed to ÿoat to the surface. 
 Where do we draw the line? What is enough? When do we þght back? Because waiting to protest 
the next meeting of the WTO, FTAA, Democratic or Republican conventions [substitute 3 letter  
acronym here] is not gonna do it. Drinking and smoking pot ñ while nice ñ ainõt gonna do it either. 
 When can we start discussing real situations? Because to date our methods are not working.  
And we donõt talk about that, we disregard criticism or anything that is not self-congratulatory. 
 I live with some of the most fucked up people in this state, and whether they are products of their 
environment or not, how do you or I inspire them to change? How do we stop domestic violence? 
How do we convince the average person to stop participating in a capitalist lie? 
 We need viable solutions and real alternatives and we have to do more than come up with them, we 
have to provide them. That has to become a priority. That alone is not enough though and even though 
we are unprepared for the fall of empire, we have to þght for it. Never, ever, ever again should the  
police, or anyone, be allowed to rape or beat someone to death. There must be consequences. 
 There is a small wealthy elite running our world into the ground. They have barricaded them-
selves behind the most extraordinary security the world has ever seen because they live in fear that 
one day the rest of the world will be against them. That day is fast approaching. They know it, they 
are preparing and they are ready. Are you? 
 Iõm dedicating this next year of my life to þnding real solutions. I want to be inspired by  
accomplishment. I want to believe again. 
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 TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
 Whereas all citizens of our city are deserving of 
equal treatment before the law, it is within the scope of 
the Human Rights Commission to review any possible 
discrimination against individuals, based on their po-
litical afþliation, source of income, or other signiþcant 
factor, when an issue has been brought before us. Eu-
gene is working toward a tradition of tolerance. During 
these difþcult times, we must work diligently to ensure 
that the basic civil rights of all of our fellow citizens are 
equally protected and upheld. 
 Jeffrey òFreeó Luers admits to having committed a prop-
erty crime within the city limits for political reasons. He 
was duly prosecuted and sentenced. We found that similar 
crimes have not been met with such harsh sentences, and 
we are concerned about the length of Mr. Luersõ sentence. 
In researching other cases of arson in Lane County, where 
homes and churches have been damaged, the sentencing 

has been less severe than that applied to Mr. Luers, in 
many cases ranging from 50 months to 96 months. Even 
many people convicted of violent personal crimes have 
received signiþcantly less time than 23 years. 
 Although we recognize that we are only a symbolic 
entity, we are charged to function as a òconscienceó in 
the arena of human rights. This being the case, we there-
fore urge Mr. Luers to use his appeal process in the hope 
that a review of his sentence will lead to a reduction in 
time served and with the expectation that the length of 
his sentence would not be based on his political beliefs. 
 Any questions or comments may be forwarded to Sara 
Rich, Human Rights Commissioner, at 541-682-5177.

Signed, 
James Dean, Chair
On behalf of the Human Rights Commission 
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